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Chief Justice Ronaid M. Gem‘ge with Pubhc Lawyer of the Yeur Jayne Williams

Remarks given by
. Chief Justtce Ronald M. George

"Public Lawyer of lhe Year Reception
‘September 7, 2001
State Bar Annual Conference

ood afternoon. Thank you for once
again inviting me to participate in
P this presentation. As a former public
lawyer myself, and a person still involved in
the public sector, [ have a great appreciation

for the role of the public lawyer in our society. -

It is a role that requires a wide array of
skills and talents. Public lawyers help ensure
that our public agencies and entities serve the
public’s interest in an effective and fair
manher. Doing so requires knowledge not
only of substantive areas of the law, but also of
the procedutes and processes with which the
people of our state expect our public entities to
coniply. Advancing the public good is the
fundamental obligation of the public lawyer,
an ohligation that calls upon the public lawyer
to make decisions, analyses, and
recommendations based upon complex factors
—often in the face of seemingly competing
demands . .

Today I am pleased, on behalf of the
public law section, to present the Public
Lavwvyer of the Year Award to Jayne W.

[ Williams. Since receiving her juris doctor
-| degree ‘flrom Hastings College of the Law in
1974, Ms Williams has spent her entire career
working in public law. Until one year ago, het-
talents were focused on the interests of the
City of Oakland. ‘

Starting as an Associate Legal Counsel to

‘Oakland’s HUD-funded Model Cities Program,

she moved on to become a Deputy City
Attorney before serving from 1978 to 1980 as

Director of Cakland’s Office of Personnel.

After representing Oakland in actions against
the United States Department of Labot, she

returned to the City Attotney’s Office in 198¢ '

as an assistant city attorney in charge of
managing all litigation for the City of Oakland
and its Redevelopment Agency and Housmg

- Authority.

In 1987, the City Council appdinted Ms.
Williams City Attorney, a position in-which
she was responsible for managing the entire

 office with 60 in staff, and for representing the

City in all legal matters. The list of
transactions and cases in which she provided
leadership over the next 13 years conveys a
sense of the scope of the responsibility entailed
in serving as a public lawyer: she negotiated
the retention of three professional sports
franchises and the renovation of the Oakland

- Coliseurn complex;- she designed and
" supervised the implementation of a strategic

risk management program that produced a 60-
percent reduction in liability-payouts in just
three years; she reduced reliance on outside
counsel and increased the diversity of the

. Qakland City Attotney’s Office; and she

managed the city’s legal services-without

interruption—through earthquake and fire,
resulting in her being nationally recognized as
an authority in “disaster law.”

Last September, Ms. Williams joined a
private law firm in San Leandro-but she did
not stray far from her pyblic lawyer roots—in
fact, she did not stray at all. As'a member of

het firm’s public law department, she

represerits cities; counties, redevelopment -

agencies, and special districts across California.

In short, over the years, Ms. Williams has
employed her knowledge and expertise as a
public lawyer, particularly in the municipal
arena, to serve her city and her community in
a variety of ways. She has been recognized for
her work as President of the Ciry Attorneys -
Department of the Leagué of California Cities
and as a former member of the elected

“ Executive Committee of Ninth Circuit Judicial

conference~for which she served as northern
district lawyer represenrative, and she his
participated in the Earl Warren Chapter of the
Inns of Court, the Charles Houston Bar .
Association, and many other national, state,
local and specialty bar associations and

“activities.

The legal profession all to often theses

“days is accused of being focused on the bottom

line rather than aspiring toa hlgher calling. It
is espemally gratifying %y participate with you
in honoring the accomplishments-of an
attomney who has looked cutward to her
community and inward to the heart of her
profession and dedicated herself to advancing
the publié_'é interest and the good of society.

All of us benefit from the work of the
many committed attorneys who have
dedicated themselves to working as public
lawyers. It is a career choive that offers great
satisfaction~bothr because it touches upon so
many diverse areas of the law, and also because
of the opportunities it offers to work for the
common good. .

“Public lawyer” is indeed a calling to be
proud of. | invite yoli to join me in

congratulating Ms. Jayne Williams for the

recognition she is receiving today from her

" peers for her many achievements in-an area

that so significantly benefits our public
institutions and the public at large. On behalf
of California’s judicial system, thank you and
congtatulations on this wonderful award.
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2001 Leglslatlve |
Report -

oo September 19, 2001

" By: Joyce M. Hicks, Esq.

AB 192

Author: Canciamilla

Topic: State bodies: open meetings.

Last Action: Enacted. Chapter 243 of Statutes
2001.- ‘ .

.| Digest Suramary:  Clarifies provisions of the
Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act and updates
provisions that govern the use of technologu:ai
devices to hold open rneetmgs -

AB 237

Author: Papan ‘

Topi¢: Eminent domain _

Last Action: Chapter 428 of Statutes 2001.
Digest Summary: Seeks to facilitate
resolution of eminent domain cases through
the authorization of alternative dispute

| resolution (ADR) and revise procedures in
eminent domain proceedings. Specifically, this
bill would require the final offer and demand

] to include all elements of required

-compensation, including compensation for loss

of goodwill, and to indicate whether or not
interest and costs are included.

‘AB 247

Author: Maddox )

Topic: Eminent domain: houses of worship.
Location: Assembly Judiciary (introduced)
02/14/2001

Last Action: Referred to Commxttee on
Judiciary, (03/01/01)

Digest Summary: Existing law, the Eminent
| Domain Law, provides for the acquisition of
property by public entities for purposes of
public necessity. This bill would provide that
the Eminent Domain Law may not be

- exercised-to acquire buildings, land on which

they aré situated, or equipment, used
exclusively for religious worship, ifthey are
exempt from-proberty taxes under the
California Constitution.

AB.363

Author: Steinberg
"Topict Attorrieys.
Location: Senate Judiciary.
Last Action: In committee: Heating
postponed by committee, (08/21/01)
Digest Summary: Existing law, the State Bar
-Act, provides that the State Bar is governed by
the Board of Govemors that is authorized to
fortoulate rules of professtonal conduct for

- persons licensed to practice law in this state.
This bill would enact the Public Agency

" Attorney Accountability Act. Provides that
every public agency attorney licensed in
California should be provided with adequate
guidance to reasonably determine the
cjrcumstances under which they may properly
seek to protect the public interest even at the
risk of disclosing client oonfidences._

AB 436

Authort Chan. *
Topie: Resources and enyironmental
protection: California Environmental Qualtty-
Aét: focused environmental impact reports.
Last Actions Chapter 701 of Statutes 2001
Digest Summary: This bill authorizes a
focused envirgnmental impact report for

" multiple-family and mixed-use projects if not
mare than 25 percent of the project floor area
is devoted to retail space and certain
conditions are met, Requires the Office of

- Planning and Research to find that the city’s
general plan, zoning ordinance, and related

policies and programs are consistent with

Smart-Growth principles specified in House

Resolution 23 and Senate Resolution 12 of the -

1999-2000 Regular Session. The city council
must vote to implement the bill’s provisions.
Thie project must be consistent with the
general plan, any applicable specific plan and
community plan, and zoning ordinance for '
which an environmental impact report was
certified within three years of the enactment

.of this bill.

AB 214

Author: Shelley

TopierPublic records. .

Location: - Assembly Governraental
Organization Committee -

Last Action: In eommittee: Set, second
hearing..Heating canceled at the request of
author. (05/07[01)

Digest Summary: The California Public
Records Act provides that the public records,
as defined, of every state ar local agency are

‘open for inspection at all times duting the

office hours of the agency, that every peson
has a right to inspect any public record except
as provided in the attrand that every agency,
upon tequest, shall make copies of records
available upon payment of fees to cover cost.
This bill would provide that notwithstanding
the above reasons-for nondisclosure, an agency
shall release, or a court, when_judicial
proceedings have been instituted, shall order
the release of, any recotd not expressly ’
prohibited from disclosure by a specific
provision of law if the agency or court finds -
that withholding the record would seriously
harm the public interest, the public safety, or

the constitutional rights of any person.

AB 1014

Author: Papan’ ]
Topict California Public Records Act: -
disclosure procedures.

| Last Action: Chapter 355 of Statutes 2001,

Digest Summary: Existing law, the California
Public Records Act, requires state and local
agencies to make public records gvailable upon
receipt of a request that reasonably describes
an identifiable record t{ot otherwise exempt
from disclosure,-and upon payment of fees to
cover costs. This bill would tequire, when a
member of the public requests to inspect.or to
obtain a copy of a public record, that, in order

| to assist the individual to make a focused and
-effective request that reasonably describes an

identifiable record, the ageney shall assist.the
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member of the public to identify records and
-informgtion that may be responsive to a
request, describe the information technology
and physical location in which the records -
exist, and provide suggestions for overcoming
any practical basis for denying access to the
records or information sought. The bill would
specify that these requiremenys to assist a
member of the public do not apply if the
agency makes available the requested records,
determines that the request should be denied

based solely on an express exemption'listed in

the act, or makes available an index of i its
records.

AB 1050

| Author: Kehoe

Topic: Local Agency Meetmgs Closed
Sessions

Location: Assembly Inacnve File

Last Action: To Inactive File. (06/04/01)
Digest Summaty: Relates to the Ralph M.
Brown Act, under which the legislative body
of a local agency may hold a closed session ro
grant authority to its negotiator regarding the
purchase, sale or lease of real property.
Requires that, prior to the initial closed session
- with its negotiator, a legislative body hold an
open and public session in which it deliberate
issues related to the desirability of, and any
policy considerations regarding, the
transaction. :

|AaB 1265 .

Author: Bill Campbell

| Topic: Powerplants: Califomia Environmental
Quality Act.

Location: Assembly ( mtroduced) 02}'23}'01

| Last Action: Read first time. {02/26/01)

Digest Summary: Existing law provides for the

restructuring of California’s electric powet
industry so.that the price for the generation of
electricity is determined by a competitive
market. This bill would declare the intent of
the Legislature to enact a program that would
stabilize statewide electrical grid reliability by
expediting the CEQA process for projects
relating to the construction of “clean” or
“green” energy powerplants. . |

| AB 1553 °

Author: Keeley _
Topiet Environmental Justice: Guidelines
Last Action: Chapter 762 of Statutes 2001.
Digest Summary: Requires the Office of
Planning and Research, on or before July 1,

2003, to adopt guideiines for addressing
envitonmental justice matters in city, county,
and city and county general plans, and to hold
one public hearing prior to the release of any
draft guidelines, and one public hearing after
the release of the draft guideliries. Requires-
that the hearings be held at the regular
meetings of the Planning Advisory and
Assistance Council. }

AB 1629

Author: Pescetti

- ‘Topics Environmental Protection

Location: Assembly

Last Action: Read first time (2/26/01)
Digest Summary: Expresses the Legislature’s
intent that a single unified code of
environmental protection stamtes be |
established that would be administered by a

v

“single environmental protection agency.

SB 34

- Author: Button Johnson

Topic: Political Reform Act of 1974

Last Action: Enacted. Chaptered by Secretary
of State. Chapter 241of Statutes of 2001.
Digest Summary: The Political Reform Act of
1974 was amended by Proposition 34, a
legislative initiative amendment adopted by
the voters at the November 7, 2000, statewide
general election.” This bill specifies among
other things, on line filing requirements,

- reporting requirements for advertisements, -

contribugion limitations for political parties,
requirernents for late expenditures and
independent expenditures, filing locations and

provisions regarding acceptance of voluntary -
-expenditure limitations. ‘

-

SB 147

Author: Bowen

Topic: Employee Computer Records

Last Action: Vetored (10/15/01). i
Digest Summary: Prohibits an employer from
secretly mdnitoring the electronic mail or
other computer records generated by an
employee. Provides that an employer who
intends to inspect, review, or retain any
electronic mail or any other computer records
generated by an employee shall prepare and
distribute to all employees the employer's
workplace privacy and electronic monitoring
policies and practices. v

SB 211

Author: Torlakson

Topict Redevelopment: Indebtedness

Last Action: Chapter 741 of Statutes 2001.
Digest Summary: Authorizes a redevelopment
agency that adopted a redevelopment plan on
or before a certain date to amend that plan o
extend its effectiveness to pay indebtedness
and receive tax increment revenugs with
tespect to the plan for not more than 10 years
if specified requirements are met; including the
issuance of a letter by the Controller
confirming that the agency has not
accumulated an excess surplus of its Low and
Moderate Income Housing Fund.

SB 411

Author: Perata

Topic: Rédevelopment Plans: Oakland

-Location: Senate Appropriations Committee

Last Action: Held in Senate Appropriations
Committee and under submission. (5/31/01)
Digest Summary: Authorizes the City Council

| of the City of Oakland to extend, by

ordinance adopted on or before December 31,
2002, prescribed time limits with respect to
the Central District Urban Renewal Plan
under specif“l.ed conditions, including th’e .
issuance by the Controller of a letter
confirming that the Redevelopment Agency of
Oakland has not accumulated the excess
surplus in its low and moderate income
housing fund.

s

SB 439

- Author: Monteith

-

Topic: Environmental quality:
homeownership, employment, and education.
Last action: Set, first heating. Hearing
canceled at the request of author. (04/16/2001)
Digest Summary: The existing California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires-
a lead agency, as defined, to prepare, or cause
to be prepared, and certify the completion of,

_an environmental impact report oh a project

that it ptoposes to catry out or approve that

. may have a significant effect on the-

env'ironment, or to adopt a negative
declaration if it finds that the project will not
have that effect. This bill would revise this -
policy to include the development and
maintenance of a high-quality environment
through homeownership, employment, and
educational -opportunities-now and in the

1 fature.
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- . . . you of our mission that reflects our
- . - | .commitment to public service:

e S S age ' . . . Analyze and provide information about

- laws affecting the public sector and the
public interest:

From Th e Chalr . . ,Ac-h-rance the ;)l..lbllc service by recogmzmg ’

the important contributions of public law

ByJoyce M. Hicks, Esy. ' . practmon.ers. -

- *  Provide resources for public law
he'events of September 11, 2001 w1ll remarks at Temple Emanu-el stated: . practitioners through publications,
remain indelibly insetibed in all our ‘ - continuing education and other projects.
memories—the lives lost, our liberty “Great structures have fallen. Our

threatened, the worst tertorist attack this souls have been shaken. We are *  [dentify and analyz¢ the unique ethical
nation has experienced. Ironically, the astonished by the evil in our midst; issues affecting public lawyers.
United Nations had designated September 11 stunned at the scale of the tragedy; S .
as International Day of Peace, a day on which [ dazed by the disregard for human life; , This fall's Journal has articles on absolute
the Secretary-General traditionally rings the . overwhelmed by the wound that has _ and qualified immunities from suit under
peace bell in the United Nations Peace been inflicted - on this ciey, on this "| federal law by Martin Dodd, World War I
Garden. Needless to say, the bell was not rung country, and en us dll. ' ‘ slave labor reparations under the CCP by Lika
on September 11. On that day, my daily habit ~ But we are also in awe at the nobility of Mlyake, angd a 2001 leglslative update |
of tuning in to the Today Show on television the human spirit that this disaster has authored. In addition, the Journal features
resulted in first, a response of disbelief, then revealed: the extraordinary courage and - | 2001 Public Lawyer of the Year Jayne Williams
utter horror and sorrow that this could be self-sacrifice shoun by the firemen, the and the congratulatory remarks given by Chief
happening to these United States. The ‘ police,.the health workers, and all the Justice Ronald George at the State Bar
telephone began to ring, family and friends athers who have given, or risked, their receptlon.
checked in to say that they were okay. It " lives; the generosity and goodwill potired _
r} wasn't so for the thousands who suffered out by the entire community; and the . This journal also contains the remarks of
Z( injuries or lost their lives-and loved ones in "~ solidarity expressed around the world by California Supreme Court Chief Justice .
Manhattan, Pennsylvania and at the people of all natians and their -| Ronald Geotge in recognizipg Jayne Williams
Pentagon. We as public lawyers, public ‘ ' Governments - who, both individually " | as Public Lawyer of the Year and-Jayne
administrators and those with an interest in and collectively, through unanimous Williams' remarks upon receiving the award.
public law do so because of our love of public " condemnation in the United Nations . | Jayne Williams has dedicated her entire legal |
.service, our desire to serve. The firefighters, Security Council apd General career to public service.
police officets and rescue workers who lost Assembly, have recognized in this T - T 5
their lives trying to save the lives of others despicable act a common threat to - 1In closing, let us not forget that each of
when the World Trade Center towers collapsed | - shared freedoms and ideals.” out contributions to public service makes.an
ep1t0m1ze public scrvants. . ‘ - | important difference in our society.
‘ Turhing now to the work of the Public ' ‘
Kofi Annan, Secretary-General of the Law Section, 1 take this opportunity as the - | - _ . . -

United Naticns in September 18, 2001 L Chair of its Executive Committee to remind
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